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And the only foundation of Faith, 
and Rule for our obedience. 


OR, 
A CLEAR CONVICTION 


Of che Ercours of thoſe that are called 


 QUAKERS. 


Who blaſphemouſly afhrm, 
That the Scriptures are not the W ord 


of God, nor the foundation of Faith,nor rhe 
only rule for our Obedience. 


Againſt which Errours, theſe twoPropoſitions are maintainec. 
|. That the Scriptures contained in the Books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment,commonly called the Bible,is the revealed Will & Word of God. 
I1. Thatthe Scriptures which is the Word of God, is the only founda- 
tion for our taith, and the only rule for our obedience. 
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By SAMPSON TOUNESEND, Miniſter of the Goſpel, and Paſtor of 
S. Auſtins, and Saviours Pariſh in Norwich. ; 


Prov. 13-13. Who ſo deſpiſeth the Word of God ſhall be deſtroyed. 

Jer. 8.9. Lo, they have rejeted the Word of the Lord,and what wiſdome 1s in them? 

Exod.32.16. And the Tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing oj 
God, graven upon the Tables. 

2 Pet 1-21. For the prophefie came nt in old time by the will of men, but holy men ſpake as 
they were moved by the holy Ghoſt. 
Iſa. 8. 20. To the Law and to the Teftimony , If they ſpeak, not according to this Ward, 

it 4, becauſe there is no {ight tu them. | 
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CHRIST OPHER ADKINSON, 
JAMES LANCASTER, 
GEORGE WHIT EHE AD, 
and THOMAS SIM O NDS: 
Now in Norwich Gaol, for their blaſphe- 
my and miſcariages. | 


ESE F ever the truth of God were turned in- 
S ' 1 js to a lye, It isby you that deny the 
SR vcriptures tobe the truth of God, and 
do hot pretend immediate revelations to be 
the rule for your actions. I ſhall mind you of a 
paſſage of a reverend miniſter now with God:*he 
ſaith, There is a generation of men, riſing now, if not 
riſen, that begire to have w:lethoughts of the writtexy 


Rcm.1.25 


* Nir. Bu; - 


raughs en 
H5ſj2a8.12 


word of God, and think to underſtand the mind of God jag. 91. 


otherwiſe,&-c.Fut (faith he)when they are rotten, and 
it may be when theirſouls are periſhed in hell, the writ- 
ten word of God ſhall tand,and be honourable in the cies 
of all bis $aints. You acknowledge the Scriptures 
to be the trnth, and yet deny them to be the 

A 2 word 


24. 


Rom 3+7+ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


word of God. A ſtrange paradox; As if the ſcrip- 


tures, which are called the truth of God, And God, 
which is theGod of truth, ſhould not be theauthor 


x King-17- of the truth: Or as if man, which is vanity, yea aly, 


ſhould yet be the onely author of the trath. Upon 


Deut.32.4 this your error depE&d your othererrors of denying 
Pal.31.5- the ſcriptures tobe the only ground of > war faith, 


and the onely rule for your obedtence-for did you 
believe the ſcriptures to be the word of God, they 
would cleerly.convince you of the errors of your 
bc + quirk and practice in many things. Let me 
rea 

ſcripture to be the truth, you muſt of neceſfity 
alſo | grant that whatſoever is contrary 
to truth is.an. error - And having granted this, 
ſee whit will follow upon it by way oftrial 
of your judgement and practice. Tt' is your 
judgement, that you are perfect and free from 


all fin: ſee this tobe an error, contrary to the 


truth, in Fccle.7.20. 1 John 1.8,10. You deny the 
power of. the. Magiſtrate in the- matters of God, 


_ contrary to the truth in Rows. 13.1. to6. Joh.31. 


11,28. You. not only ſpeak evill- of governers, 
but of government alſo, contrary to the truth 
in 7it.3.2. 27et.2.10. Jude 8. You condemn. the 
miniſters. of. the Charch of Ezeland, and deſpiſe 
them as falſe teachers,and ſay, they know nothing 
of the true light- although they ſpeak nothing 
but what.is according to the Law and teſtimo- 
nie of God in his word, which is the rule to try all 
teachers by, 1/a.8. 20. This your judgemeat 1s 
22. error, it being contrary. to Tif.2.15. and 


know 


on with you a little; you acknowledge the 


" POETRY 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

know, that in thus doing, ye doe not onely _ 
deſpile man, but God. I ſhall not” foul paper; .in my —_— 
mentioning your judging, cenſuring, and: con- 16, 
demning, - of both Magiſtrates: and M-niſters; 

. onely {ce how contrary this your practice 1s to 

truth; -Lat.7. 1,2: Rom.14.10,13, Jam 4.11. You 
condemn rhe miniſters of the Charch ot England 

for preaching for hirez whereas ye do not know 

their ends in preaching; and thus you are become 

judges of evil! thoughts; Contrary to the truth, 
In 1Cor. 4.5, —— Judge nothing before the time. 

And you deny that miniſters ſhould take any 

wages for their work : But yourerror herein you 

may eaſily perceive, If you conſider that Chriſt 

and the Apoſtle give ſtrong reaſons for. their 
maintenance, at. 10.10, Luk. 10.7. 1 Tim.5.18. 

1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. note it. Likewiſe the Apoſtle 
himſelfe took wages oftheChurches,to do ſervice 

in the miniſterie, 2 Cor. 11.8. andiaid an injun- 

Ction upon the people to give him wages, Gal. 

6.6. . Let him that is taught 'in the word 
communicate unto hinrthat teacketh, inall;good 
things. Mark, he doth not ſay, let him con- 
tribute ( as an almes) but communicate, as a 

right, as wages : And in the next verſe, he Gal.s.;. 
intimates, that God is mocked, when. his Mi- 
niſters are not maintained. But God will not 

be mocked, neither will he be robbed, but 

they ſhall hear ze are Curſed, I ſhall menti- Mal-3-8-5 
on no more of your errors, My deſigne (ac- 7 
cording to promiſe) is, To prove the Scrip- 


tures to be the word of God; the onely w—_—_ 
of. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Of faith, and rule for our obedience : which 
L have here preſented you with. Read it, ex- 
amine it : if 1t be not truth, witneſle by truth 
againſt jt, If it betruth (as undoubtedly you 
will find it ſo.) then ſubmit to it, be ruled by 
itz And doubtleſſe your bodies ſhall be freed 
from your deſerved impriſonment, and your ſouls 
from the threatned damnation againſt falſe 
2 Fet.2. Prophets, and ſuch as caft off their firſt faith, 


iTim.s; Ireſtanenemie to error, and 


From my ſtudie 


January 29. 1 65% A friend totruth, 


Sampſon T, onneſend. 
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2 RARER cls 
FARE EPTST-E EF 
To the READER. 


READER, SEE 
EF thy heart be not grieved to hear the blaſphemy of 
a2 thoſe that deny Gods truth, his meſiengers, his or- 
dinances, thou haſt much cauſe to ſuſpe& thy love 
to God,his truth,or ordinances. The firft ſiep to 
errour, is, ts have our love abated towards the 
truth.Y ou need n#t marveil, if thoſe that receive not the truth in 
the love of it, that ihey may be ſaved, but deny God to be the au- 
thour of the truth, that they are carried on by ftrong deluſions to , Theſ.2. 
believe a lye, that they might be damned : the judgement is long 10,1 1,12: 
fince threatned. When men forſake the right way, they muſt needs | 
goe affray. When men forſuke the fountain of living water, then 2 P<t-2-15 
doe they dig to themſelves broken cijterns that can hold no water. 
When found dofrine will not be indured,then ſuch as turn away , Tim.4. 
fromthe truth are regarded.Thoſe that deny the ſcriptures to be the ,, , 
word of God, turne to be filthy dreamers , deſpiſing dominion, 
6 and ſpeaking evill of dignities, ( as Jude ſpeaks ) they tell their Tude 8. 
dreames and pretended revelations tothe people, and would per- 
ſwade men, they are the word of God; but as the trephet Jeremi- Je -23-257 
ah ſaith, The Lord is againſt them that propheſie falſe dreams, jer.93:3 r, 
that uſe their tengues, and ſay, he ſaith. Beloved theſe are the”, 
latter times(propkefied of long ſince Jin which ſome ſhall depart 
from the faith,giving heed unto ſeducing ſpirits, and Dotirines of 
5 Devils : For if ever there were a Dofrine of Devils, or a De- 3 110-4( 
vilzſh Dofrine vented on earth, this is one 3; To perſwade men | 
the ſcriptures are not the word of God,and that they mu$t be gui- 
ded only by the light within them. Tf the Divell can but perſwade 
men to believe this dufriney it will be eafie to perſwade 1hem,to 
deny the uſe of all meanes of grace, and all principles of religion, 
y &-to be led altegether by the ſuggeſtions of Sathan.while he per= 
- 2 wa des 
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A. 


To the Reader. 


ſwades them it is the light within them, by: which onely they muſi 
be guided : contrary to Iſa-$.20. Tet theſe men that teach this 
Deviliſh DoQrine, with many more , would perſwade the world 
(2lthorgh they juſtly ſuffer for their F476 thao that they 
are perſecuted,and ſuffer ſor the cauſe of God. But we know,it is 
#0t the ſu ffering,but the cauſegthat makes the Martyr : and ſure 1 
Mat.5-10- a, they ſuffer not for righteouſneſſe ſake ; and therefore not for 
7 the cauſe of God : Unleſſe it be the God of this world,who hath 
* Ht Hinded their minds Oc. Shall ſuch as poyſen mens bodies be 
puniſhed with death ? And muſt thoſe 5 8. poyſou mens ſouls 
with Damnable dcGrines goe unpuniſhed? You may read at your 
leaſure, how ſevere Ged is againſt ſeducers, in Deut.13. To 
coaclude,art thou one that jtande't firm in the faith? pray to 
-God, thou maijt keep thy ſtanding ; art thou one that art wa- 
vering minded? then adkere to and follow after thoſe teachers 
that are ſound in the faith, whom God hath ſet over you ; And 
b kuow,that unſtable ſouls are they that are beguiled by falſe teach - 
4 '-piiarn ers : Wherefore hearken not to them, and as Chriſt commands 
Luk.17. Ju £0 n20t after them, nor follow them * And make uſe of his fol 
23. lowing, antidote ag ain(t them. And art thou onethat art alrea- 
dy ſeduced inte the errour of denying the ſcriptures to be the word 
of Ged, Let me tell thee; that what is written in this books ſhall 
either convince thee,or be a witneſſe agaiuit thee. And if any one 
receive any benefit by theſe my Ns > all that IT defire 
25, they would bleſſe God for it ; and let him bave a ſhare in your 

prayers, who is willing to be 


a ae ei rn 
I Oo A... 
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Your Servant, 


in and for the truth, 


Sampſon Touneſend. 


THE 
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SCRIPTVRES 
| Proved to be the Word of Ged. 
=> I 


I will ſhew thee that which is noted tn the Scripture of 
Truth. | 


Aving undertaken to' maintain a- 
PR © gainſt the Qirakers theſe two Pro- 
ST poſttionss- 7 HO; 
I. That the Scriptures contained 
=\75 «the Books of the Old and New 
SALT, Teſtament , - commonly called” the 
Be - Bible,is the revealed Will andWord 

&:''of God: - © + þ- 25-08 


Eu SaVE” Wo 
"_ ®: c* TE That the Scriptures, which is 
the Word of God, is the only foundation for our faith, and 
the only rule for our obedience,” - + 
I begin with the firſt :*\ And I ſhalF prove; that the Scrip- 
tures is the Word of God; F:r/t,*by Scripture it ſelf; Se- 
0ndly, by Reaſon : He that will not believe the Scriptures, . 
is an Infidel ; That will not- hear the voice of Reaſn,is a 
B-aft. Thc Scriptures ought to convince us as Chriſtians ; 
Reaſon, as rational men. And1 doubt noc bac by both 
to clear up toevery one { that reſolves not to be wiltully 
blind) that the Scriptures are the revealed Will of God. 
x. ſhall prove, thac the-Scriptures ace the Word of 
God,by the t:ftimony of the Scripuves.” We find throngh- 
B QUt. 
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The Seriptures proved to be the Word of God. 
out the Scriptures in ſeveral places, that God is ſaid, 1. To 


ſpeak them. 2. To write them : or, 3. Tocauſe them to 


be written, 4. They-b:ar Gods name and title upon them. 
Laſtly , by the titles that are given to the Miniſters that de- 
clarethem. I fhall give you ſeveral inſtances in Scripture 
tor all theſe. 


3. The Scriptures declare in a multitude of places, That 


God ſaid the words that are therein written; I ſhall give 


you ſome tewefar all : Gen. 1.3. God ſaid, &c. and in ſeveral 
places in that Chaptex, and throughout the Book. it is often 
writtep, God ſaid, and che Lord ſaid ; and in Exo4. 3. 14. 
And God ſaid bnto:Moſes , I artithat I am. And-in many 
places it is ſaid, The Lord ſpake to-Moſes, and it-is written 
what God ſaid to him. : Exed. 20. 1, God ſpake all theſe 
words, ſaying,&c. . Lev.10.3, This is that the. Lord\ fpakc; 
ſaying, I will be ſan&ificd in them that come nigh me.Nu:. 
11.25. And the Lord came down ina Cloud and ſpake un- 
to him.  Deut. 5. 22, Theſe words the Lord fpake unto all 
your;aſſenbly, 7oſh. 2.442. And, Foſhua ſaid unta all the Peo- ; 
ple, Thus faith the Lord God of I/rael- Foſp. 7. 13. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, . There is an accurſed thing in the midſt of 
thee O Iſrael. 1 Sam. 2. 30. Wherefore the Lord God-of 
Iſrael ſaith, I faid indeed, &c. 1. Sam 15.2, Thus faith the 
Lord of Halts, /1| Kin. $.15-, Blefſedibe the. Lord God of' 1]- 
rael, which ſpake with his mouth unto David my; Father, 
and hath with his hand fulfilled it, (inks &c. 1 Chron. 
21-9. And the Lord ſpake unto Davids Seer, faying, 8&c. Tob 
1.7,8. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan. Pſal.50.1. The mighty 
God, the Lord hath.ſpoken,&c. 'Pſaf.;12.5. Now will I a- 
riſe, ſaith the Lord, Tſa.24. 3. The Lord hath ſpoken. this 
word. And in many places he ſaich, Thus faith the Lord. 
Ter.1. 1,2, 449. The words of Teremiah, &c. to whom the 
word of the Lord came , &c. The Lord ſaith unto me, Be- 
hold, I have pittmy words in thy mouth ; and in many pla- 
ces in that Book heſaith, Thus ſaith the Lord. Exek. 7. 1. 
The word of thi: Lord canic unto me,faying; and in many 
places alſo he faith,, Thus ſaith the Lord. Hoſ1.1. The word 
of the Lord that came unto Hoſea. Toe 1.1, The word on 
A the 


The Scriptures proved to be the Word of God. 


the Lord that came to Foel. Amor. 1. Hear the Word that 
the Lord hath ſpoken ; and Ver.8. The Lord hath ſpoken, 
who can but propheſie ? And in many places he faich, Thus 
ſaith the Lotd. Ob:d-x. The vilion of Obadish, Thus faith 
the Lord. Tonab 1. 1. Now the Word of theLord came to 
Fonab. Micah 1.1. The Word of the Lord that came to Adi- 
cab. Nabum 1.12. Thus faith the Lord: Z:phe.1.3.The Word 
of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah. Hag.2.1. The Word 
of the Lord by the Prophet Haggoi,laying, Zach. I. r. The 
Word of the Lord came unto Zacbariab. Afal.1.1. The bur- 
den of the Word of the Lord to Iſra:! by Adglachi. Thus 
have I noted ſome few of a multitude of Scriptures in the 
Old Teſtament, that declare, What is written in the Scrip» 
tures, is no other but what-God aid, and therefore his 
Words! thall now alto mention a tew of the many Scriptures 
in the New Teſtament, - that declare It eo bee the Word of 
God,becauſe the Lord did ſpeak.ic. Luke 12.20. But God 
ſaid, Thou fool,&c. Heb.1.1,a. God,who at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners ſpake intime paſt unto the Fathers 
by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt daies ſpoken unto us by 
his Son. And in every place almoſt throughout the 4 Evan- 
geliſts , the verie words of our Saviour Chriſt the Son of 
God, God and Man,are mentioned, Mae.4.4,7.10. In all 
which places, Jeſus Chrilt repels the Devils temptations, by 
telling him what God hath written in the Oid Teſtament. 
] ſhall not need co mention the ſayings and doings of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which are fr equently recorded in the 
New Tettament. And hence it is,thart it is called the Word 
of Chriſt. C9.3.16. Ler the Word of Chriſt dwell in you. 
And the Goſpel is called the Goſpel of Chrift. Afark 1.1. 
The beginning of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt the Sonne of 


God. KRom.1.16. I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chrif. | 


I ſhall not need to mulciply more Texts of Scripture. It is 

called the Word ot the truth of the Goſpel. Co}.1.5.Bccauſe 

Jeſus Chriſt that is the Truth, ( Fobn 14 6. is the Authour 

of it. And thus ic zppears the Scriptures are the Word of 

God, becauſe as the Prophet Micab faith, Micah 4. 4. The 

mouth of the Lord of Hoſts "_ ſpoken it. : Forit is all 
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T he Scriptures proved to be the Word o f God. 


. one to faythe Scriptuce faith, and God ſaith. Heb, 1 3:5. 


He (that is God) hath (aid, Iwill never lezve thee nor for- 


fakerhee. Andwhere ſaith heir? In the Scripture, 7-ſþ.1-5. 


The word Secriptwre is put for God ſpeaking in the Scrip- 
ture. G#l.3.22. The Scripture hath: concluded all under 


11n, that the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given 


ro them that believe. And'iin Rom. 11. 32..(it is ſaid) God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all. And thus it clearly appears,that the Scrip- 
tures are the Word of God, becauſe God hath ſpoken them. 

2. I {ball prove, that the Scriptures are the Word of God, 
becauſe God writ them. The two Table of tone delivered 
unto Moſes, were written with the finger of God. Exodeg 1. 
18. Dewt.9.10. Exed.32.16. Andthe Tables were the work 
of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven 
upon the Tablgs. Hoſ. 8.12. | have written to them the 
great things of my Law. And thus it appears the verlp- 
tures are the Word of God, becauſe they are written by 
God. But here ariſes an ObjeQion, that I muſt needs re- 
ſolve before 1 goe any farther, andchat is this. . _. 

Ovje&. How can the Scriptures be tbe Word of God,when we 
knows the Propbets and Apotles writ much of them * 


Anſw. To which1 anſwer, God is ſaid to have written 


the Scriptures in-theſe two reipeAs - 

Fi-{t,becauſe the Ten Commandments were undoubtedly 
written by God himſelf, as before was proved) and all the 
re{t that is written in the Volume of the Book, is but as it 
werea Comment or Expoſition of thoſe ten Precepte. 

Secondly, God is ſaid to have written the Scriptures, 
(though men were the inftruments) becauſe that what chey 
writ was by the appointment of God, and by the help and 
afliftance of God ; God eppointed them to w: ice it, Exod. 
17.14. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſer, Write this for a me- 
morial in a Book. 1/s.8.1. Moreover, the Lord faid unto 
me, Take thee a great Roul, and write it with a mans pen, 

8c. Fer.30.2. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord God of Tj-ael,laying, 
Write. thee all the words that I have ſpoken to theein a 


Book. Fer, 36, 1,2. This is the word that came unto Tere- 
miahb 


**. Scriptures proved to be the Word of God. 
1b from theLord ſaying, Tate unto thee aRoul of a Book, 


and write therein all che words that I have ſpoken unto thee, 


8&c. Hb.2:2. And the Lord anſwered me, and ſaid, Write 
the Viſion,and make it plain upon Fables, that he may run 
tat readeth it. And Tobr in the Revelations,is commanded 
by Chriſt, to write the things which he had ſeen, and th 


"things which are, and things which ſhall be hereafeer, Rev. 


1.19. Andin Rev.14 13. lheerda voice from Heaven, ſay 
ing unto me, Write Blefſed, &c. And thus it appeares the 
Scriptures arc the wricten Word of God, becauſe God him-+ 
felf writ them, and cauſed them be written. 


3. Icomenvw in the third place to prove b Scripture, 


that they are the Word of God, becauſe what & Prophets 
and Apoſtles writ,it was written as from. the mouth of the 


Lord, by the help and afliſtance of the Spiric of God. Hence 
it is ſaid, That God ſpakeby their mouths, Luke 1.70. As 
he ſpake by the n-vuth of his holy Prophets which have bin 


fince the world began. AGs 1.16. This Seripture muſt needs 


have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoſt by the moath of 
David ſpake. And A: 3.18,21. But thoſe things, &c.which 
God hath ſpoken by the mouth of 311 his holy Prophets 
fince the world began. Iſz. 51.16. Ihave put my words in 
thy mouth, Jer.1.9. Andfaith David, 2 Sam.23.2. The Spi- 
rit of the Lord ſpake by me, & his Word was in my tongue; 
By all which Scriptures ic clearly appears, that God helprt 


them to ſpeak, he gave them a mouth, and wiſdome to de- 


_ clare his mind. And we tind that they ſpake by the help of 


the Spicic of God, Nh. 9 30. Yet many years didit thou 
forbear them, and teftified _ them, by thy Spirit in 
thy Prophets. 2 Per.1.21. For the prophelie came not in 
old time by the will of man,but holy men of God ſpake zs 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoft. 2 Tim-3.6 All Scrip- - 


ture is given by inſpication of Ged. And thus you ſee the 


Pen» men of the Scriptures werWinſpired by the Huy: Ghoft - 


to write them. And they were fo aſſiſted by God in.that 
work, as God is faid to ſpeak by their mourbs; and theres 
fore the Scriptures muſt needs be the Word of God.' 

4. 1come in the fourth place to prove by Scripture, that 


we: 


WT 


W 


The Scriptures proved to be the Word of God. 

it is the Word of God, by the ſeveral Epithets or Titles that 
are given t-» the Sccipture. 1 ſhall inftance in ſome few of 
the many that are throughout the Scriptures. They arecal- 
led the Law of the Lord, Pſa.1.2. Andoften'in the 2x19 Pſa. 
David acknowledges it to be Gods Law; and P/. 81.4. The 
Law of the God cf Tacob. They are called the Oractes of 
God RKrom 3.2: 1 Pet.4.1n. The Counſcl of Ged, AG.20.27. 
P(2.33. 11. Prov.19.21.The Will of the Lord, Epb.5.17. the 
Mytery of Gods will, Eph. 1.9. the Goſpel of God, 1 Theſſ. 
2.9. the glorious Goſpel of the blefſed God, 1 Tim. 1. 11. 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, Rem. 1.16. Rem.15.19. the words of 
the Lord, Ter.36.8. the words of the living God, Jer. 23.36. 
the words of the Lord Jeſus, Ads 20.35. and very trequent- 
ly they are called the Word of God, Ifa. 40. 8. Mark 7.13. 
Kem.10.17. and very remarkable is that place in 1Thefſ.2.13. 
For this cauſe thank we God without cealing, becauſe when 
ye rec:ived the Word of God which ye hcard of us, ye recei- 


vedic not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the Werd 


of God. And to conclude this, God himſelf calls the Scrip- 
tures his Word. Zacb.1.6.My Word and my Statutes. Aficab 
2.7. Does not my Word doe good: to him that walks up- 


_ rightly 2 And Ezek.2.7. Thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto 


them. And ſaith Chrift, ark $.38. Whoſcever ſhall be a- 
ſhamed of me and of my words. By all which places ir clear- 
ly appears, that the Scriptures are the Word of God,becauſe 
they bear the title 2nd name of God upon them, and God 
himſelf acknowledges them to be his words. = 
Laitly, in the hitch and laſt place, I come to prove, that | 
theScriptures are the Word of God, by the titles that are 
given to the Minilters that declare the Scriptures : they are 
called the Meſicngers ot the Lord, Hag.1.13.then ſpake Hag- 


_ gaitheLords Mcffenger in the Lords Meſſage unto the peo- 


ple. al. 2.7. The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, 
and they ſhould ſeek the LS achis mouth , for he is the 
Meflenger of the Lord of Hoſts. And 2 Chron. 36. 1-16. 
The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to them by his Meſſen- 


, gers.&c. Fut they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and de- 


ſpiſed his words. And thy are called the Lords Minifters, 
Tel 
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|  Toel 1.94 and Iſa. 61.6. Ye ſhall benamed the' Priefts of 
| the Lord 5 men-ſhall call you the Minifte:s of our God. 
And the Apoſtle calls them,Minifters of the New Teſtament. 
2 Gor.3.6. Miniſters of Chrift, and ſtewards of the myfte- 
5 ries of God,1. Cor.q.1. Ambaſſadours for © hriſt, 2 Cor.5. 
. 20. Now ifthe Sc+iptures be not the Word of God, how 
can thoſe chat declare chem, be cruly called cke Meſſengers 
of God, and the Miniſters of God and of Cariit , and the 
ſtewards of the Myiteries -of God, and Ambaſlzdors for 
Chrift ? but they are thus called in the Scripture; therefore 
the Scriptures are the Word of God, elſe the Meffengers 
thereof could not be the Lords Mefſengers. And thus have 
I done with the firſt thing propounded, To prove by the 
teſtimony of Scripttire it felF, that they arethe Word of Ss 
God; arid that becaufe God fpake them, wric them , or 
cauſed them to bee written : And they are frequently in 
Scripture called the Word of God; and the Meſſengers that 
deelate/ chem are called the Meſſengers: and Miniſters of 
God,' andAmbaſſadors for Chriſt, and therefore they muſt 
needsbe che Wordof God.© - =E | 
2. I comenow in the ſecond place, to ſhew by Reaſons 
that the Scripeures are che Word of God. I ſhall lay down 
ſeveral Reaſons. X | 
Reaſomn. The Antiquity of the Striptures. do clearly 
prove them to bee of God : For man could not write of 
things done before ever he had a beeing. But the works of 
the five fieſt dayes Creation arementioned in Scripture, and 
man was not made till the {ixt day, Ger. 1. therefore they 
_ maſt needs be the Word of God. | 
Rz2fon 2. They diſcover thoſe things man could not de- 
 clare: As that the world was made of nothing; that man 
Y was at the firſt made of the duſt of the Earth 3 that there is 
but ene Gad in effence,and yet that in this one eff-nce there | 
ſhould be three Perſons ; that a'Virgin ſhould bring fort" a | 
Son; that God ſhould take the. nature of man upon him, 
and ſaffer,&c. theſe things cannot came into the thoughts 
of man; but the Scriptures declare theſethings; theretore 
they are the. Word of God. 


ba 
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Reaſin 3. No word ot man can diſtinguiſh the true God 
from the talſe;+ bur this doth the Scriptures: ,: 1/2. 41. 20. to 
24. therefore they arethe Word of God. preg: 

Re2jon 4 No word of man can work a change in his 
heart, and make jhe ſtoutelt heart to tremble at m—_— 
therevt : Bur the Sciiprures convert the ſou), and. wor 
grace, Pſul.t19.7. Tobn 15.3- Tames- 45 6. and the opening 
chereot will make the-heart burn and'tremble, Lacke 24+ 32. 
AG: 24-25. thersforethey are the Word of God. 

Reaſon 5. No word of man is able to make a man wiſe 
unto ſalvation. But the holy Scriptures are able to make 
a man wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim-3-15. - therefore they are 
theWordof God, _ S EY 
_ Reaſon 6. No man,only by his own writings, can diſco- 
ver Jeſus Chriff. . But the Scriptures diſcover Jeſus Chili, 
His. 18, 28. Iobn 1. 45. Therefore they are the Word of 
God. | FLOW fas Tr 

Reaſon 7. 'No:man. can make Laws for mens thoughts : 
But the Scciptures diſcover mens thoughts, and make Laws. 
for them, Heb.4.12+ Eccleſ; 10. 20+ Thereiorechey are the * 


Word of God. 


Reaſon 8. Men make Laws to binde thoſe ghac are un- 
der them. But che Scriptures make Laws to bind the grea» 
telt Rulers upon the Earth. Therefore they ace the Word 
of God. p36" 2, ene: X 

Reaſon g. It ſpeaks in a lofcy ſtyle, to the King, and the 
ſubjeA, and to 2!! men alike. But thus doth noc the word of 
man 3 for that puts a diſtintion between perluns. There- 
fore the S-:ripin-es are the Word of Gyd. 

Reaſor 10. No writings of man can procure eternal lite 
ro them that obſerve and do them. But to believe and co. 
d> what the Scripures require, will bring eternal lite; I-ba 
5.2429. Deut.32.46,47. Ezek. 20. 11. Tohn 6.68, John 20. 
31. Thereforc they are the Word of Ged. 

Reaſon 11. No word of man can be truly called righte- 
ous, pure,or holy; For who can bring aclean thing out of 
an unclean? Iob x4. 4. Bur che Scriptures are righteous, 
pure,and holy,P/19.8,9. P/.119 151,)7 2; Row.7.12. There: 
fore it is the Word of God. Reaf. 
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Reaſon 12. If the Scriptures be not the Word of God, but 


of man, then Miniſters ought co reach nothing contained 
in che Scriptures, for DoQrines oc Rules for Gods worlhip, 
A12:.15.9. Invain do they worſhip me, teaching for do- 
Acines the commandments of men,[ſz.29 13. Cel.2.22. Bur 
Miniſters ought to tcachno other dofrine, but what is con- 
tained in the Law and in the Goſpel], T/z. 8. 20. 1 Tim. 1.3, 
109,11- Andifany man bring any other Goſpel then whac 
is already received, he is accurſed,Gal.1.9. Or any that ſhall 
adde or diminiſh from the prophetie of the Book of th: 
Scriptures, Rev. 22.18. Dent.4.2. Prov.30.6- And the Scrip- 
cures alſo teach us an holy lite, 1 Pez. 1.26, Lev. 11.44. and 
how we are to worſhip God, AG; 24: 44. Therefore they 
mult needs be the Word of God. 

 Reaſouw13. The tweet Harmony of the Scriptures prove 
them to be the Word of God; forno writings of man do 
ſo debaſe man , exalc God , and preſſe men to obedience. 
But the Pen-men of the Scriptures doe all agree together in 
theſe things ;. and although there were many Pen-men, yet 
there is no contradiQion in-their writings, but the O14 Te- 
ſtament witnefſes co the New, and the New to the Old. 
Ic is not thus in the wcitings of men. Therefore they muſt 
needs be the Writings of God. 

Reaſon 14. If they were written by man, they were writ- 
ten either by good men or bad men. But they were not 
written by bad men, for they hate the purity of the Scrip. 
tures; andto be ſure they were not written by good men, 
(as the Authours thereof ) for they abhor to lie, and lay 
The Lord faith, if che, Lord hath not faid the Word. There- 
fore they muſt needs be the written Word of God. 

Reaſon15. The wonderful calling of Moſer , the Pro- 
phers, and Apoſtles , to make known the Scriptures » doe 
manifeftly prove them to be the Word of Gd; ſee for Afo- 
ſes, how he was called, Exod. 2.7,10. and3. 2,: Ads 7. 20, 
21. and Amos, and diversi of the Apoſtles wire unlearned 
men, which had notbeen brought up in the ſchovls of. men, 
Ams17 14,15. Mark 1.16. And yet thefe declared the 
Scripture, which manifeſt more wiſdome then all the wile 

C men 
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men in the world can declare; yea, the Apoſtles that were 
untearned and ignorant men, ſpake in feveral tongues the 
wonderiul works of God, to the admiration of the hear: 
ers, Ais 2.11. and 4-13. this could not come from man. 
Theretore it muſt needs be the Word of God, 

Reaſon 16. No writings of man could declare the heavy 
wrath of God againlt fin, and the remedy how to get rid of 
that wrath. But this doth the Scriptures.P 2.9. 17. Kom. 5.9. 
1 Th-ſſ.5.9 Lake 21.36. therefore they are the Word ofGod. 

R-4/on 17. If the Scriptures were not the Word of God, 
but of man , the certainly God wonld not have wreughr 
ſo many miracles ro confirm the truth of mans ſayings. 
But there are many miracles both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, to conrm the truch of the Scriptures. There- 
fore they are the Word of God. | 

Reaſou 18, Nucreature, Angels,men or Devils, if all were- 

put together, could ever be able to declare before hand, 
what particular perſons ſhould be born, and what ſhouid be 
their names, and what they ſhould do, ſome thonfznd and 


handred years before their parents were born. But this do: 


the Scriptures, as we read of the Meflias Ger.3.15. Iſa. 9.6,7- 
and Tiſcab, 1 Kings 13.2. 2 Kings 28. 16,19. Therefore it is 
the Word of God. 

KResſon 29. No man will write and declare to the world 
their own failings and infirmities. But many of the Pen-- 
men of the Scriptares do declare their own failings and in- 
firmities, which rhey would neyer have done, had they not 
been moved thereunto by the Spirit of God. Therefore 
tke Scriptures muſt be the Word of Ged. - 

Reaſon 20. All the prophecies of the Scripture from time 
ro time have been punRtually performed and fulfilled. But 
ſo are not all mans prophecies. Therefore they are the 
Word of God. 

Reaſon 21. The word of man is often broken. But the 
Scripture cannot be broken, Toby 10.35. Therefore it is 
the Word of God. 

Reeſou 22. If the Scriptures were not the Word of God, 
the Churches of God would long before this _— wrap 
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found them out to be only the word of man; as Feremiab 
found out Hannanigh, Fer.28. 25,16. and as the Church of 
Epbeſu: found our the talſe Apottles, Rev. 2.2. Bur the truth 
ot Gods Word in the Scciptures hath ever been held forch 
by the Charches of God, as a Pcoclamation upon a pillar, 
x 1im.3.1,. Now as a Proclamation receives not its autho- 
ricy from che pillar, nor the lighc trom the Candlefiick that 
beers ic  Soneither do the t1t1ihs of the Scriptures receive 
their auchority from the Church,or any member thereof,bur 
from God which is the onely Authour thereof, and ſo a!l 
Chriſtian Churches acknowledge. And thus you ſee, that 
the Scriptures are the Word of God, 1. Reaſon ſhews it. 
2. The Spirit of God perſwades it, I/a.59-23. 3.TheScrip- 
tures themſelves affirm it; and 4. The Churches of God 
have ever received it as the Word of God. Therefore it muſt 
needs be the Word of God. 


IT 


To conclude this : If the Scriptures be not the Word of 


God, bus of man only ; then x. Man ſhould teach himſelf 
his dary towards God. 2. We ſhould have no certain rule 
for our Faith and Religion. z. There ſhould beno nece(- 
ſity of reading and hearing the Scriptures. 4.If we deny the 


Scriptures to bee the Word of God, we caſt off all means © 


which God hath appointed for eternal lite, Tobn 5. 39. And 
Iaftly,doubcing of this,expoſes us to all Atheiſmne, and con- 
tempt of Religion and Juftice. Therefore, ſeeing (as hath 
been fully proved) the Scriptures themſelves, and Reafon als 
ſo make it apparent, that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God, let us believe they are fo; And as the Apoſtle exhorts, 
Phil.3.16. Let us walk by the ſame ru)e, and mind the lame 
thing. And thus have I done with the firit Propoſition, 
That the Sc: iptures contained in the Books of the Old and 
New Teſtament,commontly called the Biole, is the revealed 
Will and Word of God. 

Prop. Il. I come now to the ſecond Propofition ; That 
the Scriptures which is the Word of God, is the only foun- 
dation for our faith, and the only calc tor our obedicace. 

This Propoſition falls intothele cwo parts: 1. This the 
Scriptures is the only —_ for our faith.2. T at it 
2 1s 


_ 


12 


The Scriptures proved to be the Word of God, 


is the only rule for our obcdience. 1 ſhall very briefly ſpeak 
to both theſe things. | TT 
Firſt, That the Scriptures is.the only foundation of our 
©» REST 
1. The Scriptures are the means by which faith is wrought, 
Rem. 10.47. Faich cameth by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God. Epb. 1. 13. In whom ye allo truſted, after 
that ye heard the word ot truth, the Goſpel of your ſalva- 
tion. And ſaith, Chriſt, Fobn5- 24- He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hatheverlaſiing 
life. And the Word is called the word.of Faith, Rom.10. 
$. The myſtery of Faith, 1 Tim.3.9. The faith of the Goſ- 
pel, Ph:}.1.27. And all this to teach us, that all rque faith is 
wrought by and founded upon the Word of God. | 
2, Ir is the very end why the Scriptures are written, Joh» 
20.31. That we might make them the foundation ot our 
faich and hope in God, 1 Fobn 5. 13. Theſe things: have 1 


written,&c. that ye may believe onthe name of the Son of 
God. Rom. 15. 4. Whatſoever things were written afore 
time, were written for our learning, that wt through pati- 


ence and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. 
$- The Scriptures muſt needs be the only toundation to 


build faith on,. becauſe we find the faithful in Scripture did- 
ever make it the only foundation of their faith. Abrabam 


the father of che faithſul , he believed according to that 
which was ſpoken, Rew.4 18. and David, Pſal. 119.42. 1 
traſt in thy Word. And the Diſciples; Jubr 2.22. they belie- 
ved the Scriptures,and the Word which Jeſus had faid. And 


obſerve S. Pauls Confeſſion, As 24. 14, 15. Iconfefs unto 


theeghat after the way which they call Herelie, fo worſhip-I 
the God of my Fathers, believing all things which are writ- 
ten inthe Law and the Prophets , and have hope towards 


God,&c. And the Bereans, AGs 17+ 11, 12. ſearched the 


Scriptures, whether thoſe things were ſo; therefore many 
of them believed. And thus yuu ſee, they made the Scrip=- 
Lures the only toundation for their faith. | 

4+ They cannot have faith iv Chrift, that believe not the 
Scriptures ; this is clearly proved by thele Scriptures, 1b.5. 


46,47- 


*\ 
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46,47. For had ye believed 14oſer, ye would have believed 
me, tor he wrote of me; Bur if ye believe nor his writings, 


13 


how ſhall ye believe my words? Luke16 31. If they hear 


not Moſes and'the Proph<rs, neither will they be. perſwa- 
ded, though onerife tro the dead. And faith Chriſt,lub. 
5.39 Search'the-Scripti:es, for in them ye look to have 
eternal life,and they are they which teſtifie of me. By theſe 
Scriptures it is clear, that thoſe that believe not the Scrip- 
tures, cannot have faith in Chriſt by any other means, And 
therefore the Scriptures mult needs be the only foundation 
of faith- _ 

5. It is only faith in the written Word of God, that will 
fill che ſoul with ſpiritual joy, Rows.1g 1 2,13. and hence it 
is, that Davidſaith,P/ſ2.1 19.1632. I rejoice in thy Word, as 
one that findeth great ſpoil; and faith the Apoſtle, 1 Iobn 1.4 
Theſe chings have I wricten unto you, that your joy may be 
full. There ca:: be no ſpiritual joy in thofe that build nor 
their faith-in the wricter Word and promiſes of God. Iris 
by faich in the Word, that believers of old(and at all times) 
obtained promiles, Heb. 11.33: AndEhrift, when he was up- 
on the Earth', prayed for* ſuch .as ſhould believe on him 
through the Word ( written by the Apoſtles and Evange- 
lifts) Fohn 19. 20. Therefore the written Word of (God 
malt needs be the only foundation of faith. 

Laſtly, we are commanded to make the Word of God the 
ground of our faith; and it is condemned as a fin, not to 
believe the Word of God,2 Chro.20. 26. Believe in che Lord 
your God, ſo ſhall you be eftabliſhed ; Believe his Prophets, 
ſo ſhail ye proſper. ?/. 106. 24. They believed noc his 
Word. Heb. 4.2. The Word preached did not profit them, 
not being mixt with faith in them that heard it. And thus 
you ſee. God commands we ſhould build onr faith upon the. 
Scriptures : therefore they maſt needs be the, only founda- 
tion of faich. Before 1 conclude this, take this Caution : 
Although the Word of God be the only foundation for us 
co build our faith on; yet the Word as it contiſterh of lerters 
and fyllabjes, hath no ſtrength to beget faich in mens 


hearts, for many hear, but do not believe,Iſz. 6. 9,10 An 
t erefore 


LEY 


Caution. . 
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therefore it is only from the Spirits working, xogerher with 
the Word, that faith is wrought, 2 Th:f. 1. 5. Our Goſpel 
came not in word only, but alfo in power and in the Holy 
Ghc ſt. The Word works not faith withoue the Spirit, nei- 
cher doth the Spirit work faich without the Word ; but the 
Spirit by the Word, works ſanQification , and a lively faich 
founded upon the Word, as ye may lee in theſe Scriptures, 
Foby 17.17. Fobn 6.63. Iſa. 59.21. Heg.2.5. And thus have 
I proved the firſt part of the Propoſition , That the Scrip- 
tures is the only foundation of faith: 

Secondly, 1 come now to the ſecond; That the Scriptures 
which are the Word of God, are the only rule for our obe- 
dience. I mighe for proof of chis give you many teſtimos» 
nies of Scripture ; bart I ſhall name a few for all. Deer. 5.32, 
33. Ye ſhall obſerve to do therefore, as the Lord hath com- 
manded yau ; ye ſhall not turn aſideto the righe hand nor 
to the left; ye (hall walk in all the ways which the Lord 
your God hath commanded you. Dex4.6.25. And it ſhall be 
our righteoulaeſs , if we oblerve to do all theſe Cemmand- 
ments before the Lord,as he hath commanded us. Foſb+23.6. 
Keep and do all thai is writcen in the Book ot the Law of 
Moſer. The Word of God in the Old and New Teſtamenc, 
is aperfet Law,Pſ.19.7. Fames 1.25. Row. 8: 2. And hence 
ic is the Scriptures are faid to bee able ro make the man of 
God perfeR, 2 Tim.3. 17. And it muſt needs be ſo, becauſe 
where thereis no tr on of the Law of God, there is 
no fin; for all fin-is the eranſpreſſion of the Law of Ged, 
1 Tcþ.3.4. And therefore God promites ta all choſe he enters 


into Covenant with, To wrice kis Law in their hearts, Ter. 


31.33. Heb.S.10. And of every righteous man it is ſaid, The 
Law of God is:in his heart, P/.37.31. By all which, it ap- 
pears the Word of Gad is the only rule for our obedience. 
It may allo yer farther appear, if ye confider, 

I, The Lord is the only Law-giver, Tam. 4. 12. and his 


Word is the only right rule tor our obedience, P/. 33.4. and 


WM it iscalled the ſure Word,2 Per.1.19. ie will never 
ail. 


2. [t is an everlafting rule ſo long as we live on Earth , 
| 1 Pet. 


#; 
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1 Pet.r. 25 The Word of che Lord endureth for ever. 

3. No man can be blameleſs in his lite, anlefs his conver: 
ſation be ordezed according to the Word of God, Pſal.119. 
© Liutke 1.6. Titus 2.5. | 

4. Every man ſhall be judged according to what is wric- 
ten in the Book of Gods Word, Iobn 12.48. Rey.20-12. 


Laitly, there are many promiſes made to the keeping of 


Gcods Word,and many chreatnings denounced againſt ſuch 
as walk contrary to the rules of Gods Word , Gal. 6. 16. 
Rev. 22.14. Luke 11.28. And for threatnings read Dems. 28. 
15. &c. Before I conclude, take theſe two Cautions : 
Caution 1+ Although the written Word of God be a per- 


feb rule of righteouſneſs , and the only rule for our obedi- 


ence 3 yet know, that no man can , or does perfeAly fulfill 
the Law of God, for, Temes 3.2. In many things we offend 
all ; and Proy..20.9. Who can fay, I have made my heart 
clean,I am pur- rom fin ? The moſt eminent belicver fins in 
many things; but :he unbeliever ſins in all things, Heb. 11.6. 
Yer every godly man hath refpeR co all, and deſires and en- 
deavors to keep all the Commandments of Ged,P/.119.5,6. 
and do not willingly allow himſelf in any conſtant violati- 


on of Gods Law, but delights in it in the Inward man, Rowe. 


7.15,16. and the 22 verſe. | 

Cantion 2. Take chis Caution ; although believers are 
freed from the condemning power of the Law , yet are they 
not freed from the commanding or direQing power thereof, 
I. Coreg. 21. 1 Tim.1.8, To conclude, they that make not 


the Word of God the rule for their ations, are led either. 


by their own fancies, or the Devils tempuations, or both.. 


FIXIS. 
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